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Abstract

Numerous publications deal with the automatic classification of traffic signs and achieve excellent results,
mainly by using convolutional neural networks (CNN). Largely neglected, however, is that a traffic sign
classification system deployed in the real world inevitably encounters objects that are not known from
training. These can be unknown traffic signs and objects that have similarities due to their shape or color.
Therefore, this study compares different open-set recognition (OSR) methods using a self-created dataset.
It contains 143,663 images of German traffic signs and similar objects from the real world. The approach
that achieves the best open-set and closed-set performance is based on a vision transformer. When a state-
of-the-art backbone is utilized for the approaches based on CNNs, the adversarial reciprocal point learning
framework achieves competitive open-set performance, and a conventional CNN attains the best closed-set
performance.
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1 Introduction

Automatic traffic sign recognition (TSR) is an important task with numerous applications. These include
autonomous driving, driver assistance systems, as well as traffic sign inventory and maintenance [1]. For
almost four decades [2], TSR has been an active research area in the computer vision community [3, 4, 5]
and is usually divided into at least two phases: Object detection or traffic sign detection (TSD) and image
classification or traffic sign classification (TSC). TSD aims to find traffic signs in an input image showing
a road scene. TSC, which is the focus of this work, has the task of determining the type of the traffic sign
previously detected [6].

Most publications in the field of TSC use the German Traffic Sign Recognition Benchmark (GTSRB)
dataset from 2011, which contains more than 50,000 traffic sign images from 43 classes with different
distances, illuminations, weather conditions, partial occlusions, and rotations [7]. Due to the large dataset,
convolutional neural networks achieve the best results [8]. For example, accuracies of 99.15 [9], 99.17
[10], 99.46 [11], 99.65 [12], and 99.71 [13] are achieved. In recent years, works have also emerged
aiming to improve TSC’s everyday usability. These address, for example, its application in real-time [4, 14]
or on mobile devices with limited resources [15], as well as the robustness to natural environments such as
ice and snow [16]. However, other works show that TSR in everyday use can be vulnerable to adversarial
attacks, which can lead to misclassifications [17, 18]. This poses a security risk, especially for autonomous
vehicles. In addition, false positives cannot yet be completely avoided in the TSD phase. These can be
billboards, car tail lights, tires, satellite dishes or other objects resembling traffic signs due to color or
shape [4, 19, 20]. As a result, a TSC system employed under real-world conditions encounters objects
that are not traffic signs.

Furthermore, in Germany alone, there are more than 600 different traffic sign types [21], of which
the GTSRB dataset covers only 43. If a traffic sign classification system is to be used internationally,
extensive datasets for multiple countries would be required. To date, 68 countries have ratified the Vienna
Convention on Road Signs and Signals [22] for uniform signs. Nevertheless, there are variations in colors,
pictograms, and text [23]. The freely available datasets of other countries, like the GTSRB, do not cover
the full range of traffic signs [23]. Even if it is not necessary for an application to recognize all available
traffic signs of one or multiple countries, the TSC will still encounter traffic signs in the real world that were
not part of the training dataset. It is possible but very time-consuming to create a dataset with sufficient
training data for all traffic sign types in one or more countries. However, collecting enough training images
for all potential false positives from the TSD phase is not feasible. Therefore, a traffic sign classification
system employed in the real world must be able to sort out unknown traffic sign types and traffic sign-
like objects while correctly classifying known traffic sign classes. Some work has already addressed the
described problem partially, most of them treating it as an out-of-distribution [24, 25, 26, 27, 28] problem.
However, solely traffic sign classes not available during training or datasets from other domains are used
as unknowns for testing, but no traffic sign-like objects.

In this study, the following research question is investigated: Which machine learning approach is
best suited for classifying German traffic signs assuming an open-set scenario? The problem at hand
is considered an open-set recognition (OSR) problem since this research area aims to correctly classify
samples from known classes while identifying samples from unknown classes. Therefore, several state-of-
the-art OSR methods are applied to the described problem and compared using a self-generated dataset.

The main contributions of this work are: (1) This is the first study that applies and compares several
state-of-art OSR methods to the traffic sign classification problem under an open-set scenario where both
traffic signs not known from training and traffic sign-like objects are used as unknown classes. (2) A new
German traffic sign classification dataset with 143,663 images, based on the GTSRB dataset, from which
30,310 images were taken, is presented. It contains 66 traffic sign classes with training and testing data.
Additionally, the test set includes traffic signs not present in the training set and a wide range of objects
that are similar to traffic signs based on their shape or color.

This paper is structured as follows: Important open-set recognition methods, the current state-of-the-
art in German traffic sign classification, and related works are described in the next section. Chapter 3
lists the selected OSR methods and describes implementation details as well as the evaluation procedure.
Chapter 4 is devoted to the self-created traffic sign dataset, and chapter 5 summarizes and compares
the performance of the OSR methods, which is subsequently discussed. Finally, limitations and potential
future research are described, as well as a conclusion is drawn.



2 Research background

2.1 Open-set recognition

Open-set recognition (OSR), out-of-distribution (OOD), anomaly, novelty, and outlier detection all aim
to detect test samples that fall outside the training data distribution. As stated in [24, 29, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34], OSR differs from its related research areas in that it aims not only to identify such outliers but
also to classify known classes from training correctly. In a multi-class scenario, this can also apply to
OOD detection [35], but the focus is often on detecting OOD samples rather than maintaining closed-set
performance [32]. Unlike OSR, which divides a dataset into known and unknown classes, OOD detection
typically uses one or more other datasets as OOD samples. Often, these come from different domains
[36]. Therefore, this paper focuses solely on OSR approaches. Some important ones and those that
achieve state-of-the-art performance on the OSR benchmarks are described in this chapter.

Since open-set recognition was formalized by [37], a number of works have been devoted to the topic
in recent years. Most of them are collected in [35] and [38]. The first approaches are based on traditional
machine learning mainly support vector machines [38]. Bendale and Boult [39] are the first to incorpo-
rate deep learning for OSR. They replace softmax with the proposed OpenMax layer, which utilizes the
output of the penultimate layer of the network. This is referred to as the activation vector (AV) in the
paper. For each class, an average activation vector (MAV) is computed based on the correctly classified
training samples. Also the distance of each of these samples to the respective MAV is calculated. A Weibull
distribution is then fitted to the largest distances between AV and MAV. This leads to a parameter, which
estimates the likelihood that an input is an outlier with respect to the corresponding class. G-OpenMax
[40] extends OpenMax by using a conditional GAN to generate synthetic samples from a mixture of the
known class distribution. Those images are fed into a pretrained classifier which considers only known
classes. The images that are not classified as one of the known mixed classes are included in the training
set as samples for the unknown class. Neal et al. [41] propose another approach which generates open-set
training samples by utilizing counterfactual image generation. An encoder-decoder GAN architecture is
trained to encode training samples into a latent space and decode points from it into realistic images.
Those fake examples are generated outside the distribution of the knowns but still inside the common
latent space, assuming that known and unknown classes share the same latent space. The generated fake
and the known samples are then used to train a classifier where the former represent the unknown class.
Additionally, the authors are the first to measure OSR performance with the MNIST, SVHN, CIFAR, and
Tinylmagenet datasets. In more recent publications, these datasets are still used as benchmarks.

Three important reconstruction-based approaches for OSR are CROSR [42], C2AE [43], and CGDL
[44]. Unlike OpenMax or G-OpenMax, CROSR [42] does not only use the network’s final prediction for
the classification of known and the detection of unknown classes. Contrary, a deep hierarchical recon-
struction network is trained to produce a prediction y and a reconstructive latent representation z. The
framework uses y for closed-set classification and both y and z for unknown detection. This way, a larger
pool of features that may not be discriminative for known classes can be utilized by the unknown detector,
and the information in y lost due to deep networks can be supplemented. Oza and Patel [43] employ class
conditioned auto-encoders for their approach. An encoder and a classifier are initially trained using cross-
entropy loss to address the closed-set problem. Subsequently, in the open-set training, the latent vectors
extracted by the encoder are conditioned with so-called label condition vectors. The decoder has the task
of reconstructing input perfectly, which is conditioned with a label condition vector that matches the class
of an input. If the class does not match, the decoder is supposed to reconstruct the input poorly. In this
way, the open set behavior is mimicked. The reconstruction errors are modeled using extreme value theory
to find a threshold for unknown detection. During testing, the classification prediction and the reconstruc-
tion error are generated conditionally with each label condition vector. The minimum reconstruction error
is then used for unknown detection. CGDL [44] addresses the shortcoming of a variational auto-encoder
in that it is suitable for unknown detection but cannot provide discriminative representations for classi-
fication tasks because all features follow only one distribution. Hence, the proposed method generates
class-conditional distributions in the latent space, which are forced to approximate different multivariate
Gaussian models. During inference, a sample’s extracted latent features and reconstruction error are used
to perform unknown detection. For known classes, the latent representation is then fed into a softmax
layer to perform closed-set classification. CGDL outperforms SoftMax, OpenMax, G-OpenMax, OSRCI,
C2AE, and CROSR.

OpenHybrid, a framework proposed in [33], consists of three components. An encoder, a flow-based



model, and a classifier. During training, the encoder maps images into a latent feature space. Both the
flow-based model and the classifier use the output of the encoder, the former for density estimation and the
latter for classification learning using cross-entropy loss. During inference, the flow-based model estimates
the probability density to distinguish between known and unknown samples and classifies known samples
with the classifier. OpenHybrid significantly outperforms previous OSR work such as SoftMax, OpenMax,
G-OpenMax, OSRCI, C2AE, and CROSR.

Since prototype learning (PL) was introduced by Yang et al. [45] to improve the robustness of CNNs,
several works have applied the approach to open-set recognition [31, 45, 46, 47, 48]. Convolutional pro-
totype network (CPN), a framework introduced in [45], addresses the weakness of conventional CNNs in
an open-set setting to divide the entire feature space and assign these regions to known classes without
leaving room for unknowns. In CPN, the CNN’s feature extractor is retained, but the classifier is omitted in
favor of prototypes that are learned during training, each representing a known class in the feature space.
During inference, the extracted CNN features are matched with all prototypes. If there is no match, a test
sample is classified as unknown. However, prototypes might locate themselves in the space of unknown
classes, making it impossible to discriminate between known and unknown classes. Reciprocal point learn-
ing (RPL) [46] and its extension adversarial reciprocal point Learning (ARPL) [31] address this issue. The
authors suggest that the potential unknown deep space should also be modeled in the training in addition
to the known classes. To accomplish this, reciprocal points are used, which are essentially the opposite of
prototypes, because the embedding features of a known class should be far from its respective reciprocal
point. The objective is to confine unknown samples to an internal bounded embedding space and distribute
the reciprocal points around the edge of it. During inference, the likelihood that a sample belongs to one
of the known classes is proportional to the distance of the furthest reciprocal point. Test examples from
unknown classes are nearer to all of the reciprocal points than instances from known classes. By creating
confusing samples that represent potential unknown classes and are supposed to be equally distant from
all reciprocal points, ARPL is extended with ARPL+CS. Xia et al. [47] confirm the performance of APRL in
an open-set experiment but show that there are still a few unknown classes overlapping with known classes
in feature space. Therefore, in their motorial prototype framework (MPF), they leave aside the concept of
reciprocal points and reuse the idea of prototypes. MPF is optimized so that the embedding features are
close to the corresponding prototype center. In addition, the so-called motorial margin constraint term
is added to the loss function to compress the distribution range of the known classes. The authors doubt
that MPF works for complex test conditions and therefore introduce AMPF and AMPF+ +. Both achieve
improved performance on the OSR benchmark datasets. As with ARPL+CS, adversarial samples are gen-
erated and added to the training to represent unknowns in the embedding space. AMPF++ adds more
self-generated data to the training than AMPF, which further improves OSR performance. Another frame-
work that uses prototype learning to address OSR is called prototype mining and learning (PMAL) [48].
The paper claims that current PL approaches, which combine prototype learning and embedding opti-
mization [31, 45, 46, 49], have weaknesses, particularly in complicated situations. This typically includes
the undesirable learning of non-discriminative prototypes representing low-quality samples. Redundant
prototypes and a lack of diversity within a class are further issues. Therefore, in the so-called prototype
mining phase, a prototype set per class is first determined that considers both high quality and diversity.
The optimization of the embedding space is only performed in a subsequent phase. PMAL outperforms
the other PL approaches on the OSR benchmark datasets with this approach.

Most of the methods presented in this section perform much better for open-set recognition than a con-
ventional CNN trained with cross-entropy loss, which rejects unknown samples based on the thresholded
softmax output. Vaze et al. [50] study the correlation between the closed-set and open-set performance.
They, however, demonstrate that the conventional CNN, referred to as Baseline in the OSR literature, can
match or even exceed the more intricate state-of-the-art methods by improving its closed-set performance.
This is accomplished by utilizing techniques like increased augmentation, improved learning rate sched-
ules, label smoothing, and longer training time. Additionally, they suggest using the maximum logit score
rather than the softmax probability to perform the open-set recognition task.

Recently, Cai et al. [51] introduced a novel approach for open-set recognition that makes use of a vi-
sion transformer (ViT) pretrained on the ImageNet-21K dataset. For the classification task on the closed
set, it utilizes the original ViT architecture proposed in [52], which is trained in a first phase. An addi-
tional attached detection head is tasked to represent the known classes in compact clusters, for which a
second training phase is performed. The decision of whether or not to reject samples as unknown during
inference is made based on the distance between the learned cluster centers of the training classes and the
extracted embedding of the respective test image. The authors claim that they achieve new state-of-the-art



performance on several of the common OSR benchmark datasets.

2.2 German traffic sign classification

Many publications in the field of traffic sign classification use the dataset of the German Traffic Sign Recog-
nition Benchmark (GTSRB) [7]. It was part of a competition held at the International Joint Conference
on Neural Networks (IJCNN) in 2011. The dataset contains more than 50,000 traffic sign images from
43 classes with different distances, illuminations, weather conditions, partial occlusions, and rotations.
Due to the large dataset, approaches incorporating convolutional neural networks (CNN) achieve the best
results [8].

Ciresan et al. [9] won the first phase of the GTSRB competition with an accuracy of 98.98 % using an
ensemble of CNNs and multi-layer perceptrons. The latter are trained with precalculated HOG features
provided by [7]. Sermanet and LeCun [10] finished second in the first stage of the competition achieving
an accuracy of 98.97 %. They propose a multiscale CNN that uses both low-level and high-level features
for classification. This is done by feeding the results of all feature extraction stages into the classifier.
Later they improved the result to 99.17 %. The approach that obtained the best result after the final
phase of the IJCNN 2011 is described in [11]. The authors present a multi-column deep neural network
(MCDNN) that achieves 99.46 %. An ensemble of 25 CNNs is employed for this, with each five using a
different preprocessing method. A single CNN consists of 9 layers, alternating convolutional and max-
pooling layers, with two fully connected layers at the end.

In the following years, further approaches that perform traffic sign classification on GTSRB were pub-
lished. Some important ones are described in [12, 13, 53]. Jin et al. [12] propose a hinge loss stochastic
gradient descent (HLSGD) to train an ensemble of CNNs. As in [11], different preprocessing methods are
utilized, and for each one, five CNNs are trained. By averaging the output of all 20 CNNs, an accuracy
of 99.65 % on the GTSRB is reached. In [53], an approach for both classification and detection of traffic
signs is described. For TSC, a supervised three-layer Gaussian-Bernoulli DBM model is first trained. Then,
a logistic regression layer is placed on the top hidden layer to build a hierarchical classifier. Using this
approach, the authors achieve 99.34 % on GTSRB. Arcos-Garcia et al. [13] propose a convolutional neural
network, whose main components are convolutional and spatial transformer modules. Also, SGD without
momentum is employed. This way, they correctly classify 99.71 percent of the GTSRB evaluation data set.

Furthermore, work has been done recently to increase TSC’s everyday suitability. Some important
approaches utilizing the GTSRB are presented in [4, 15, 54, 55, 56]. MicronNet, a lightweight CNN ar-
chitecture presented by Wong et al. [54], obtains 98.9 percent accuracy on the GTSRB dataset despite
having 0.51 million parameters. This is accomplished by leveraging numerical microarchitecture opti-
mization strategies and macroarchitecture design principles. In comparison, MCDNN and HLSGD have
38.5 and 23.2 million parameters, respectively. In [4], a complete traffic sign recognition pipeline con-
sisting of TSD, localization refinement and TSC is presented, which is suitable for real-time deployment.
The classification module, which is an efficient CNN with asymmetric kernels, has excellent performance
(99.6 %). Two lightweight CNNs are proposed in [56]. Using knowledge distillation, a trained model’s
knowledge is transferred to a smaller model (0.73 million trainable parameters). The latter, which is
used for classifying the evaluation images of the GTSRB, attains an accuracy of 99.61 %. In addition, the
student network is compressed utilizing the pruning technique. A network with 0.23 million parameters
achieves an accuracy of 99.38 % and one with 0.08 million 99.08 %. Bi et al. [55] reduce the number
of parameters of VGG-16 from 33 to 1.15 million by removing convolutional layers. With the proposed
approach, an accuracy of 99.21 % on the GTSRB is reached. Zhang et al. [56] present the neural network-
based architecture Sill-Net, which increases the robustness under different illumination conditions. The
fundamental idea is to separate the illumination and semantic features of the available samples and then
augment other training images with the illumination features. This approach shows strong performance
(99.68%) on the GTSRB dataset.

In addition to the widely used GTSRB dataset, which covers only German traffic signs, TSC datasets
for other countries have been published. These include, for example, Belgium [57], Italy [58], Croatia
[59], Sweden [60], and China [61]. Yu et al. [53], Arcos-Garcia et al. [13], Zhang et al. [33], Bendale
and Boult [39] and Bi et al. [55] also evaluate their approaches on Belgium traffic signs.



2.3 Related work

Some work has already addressed the issue of a traffic sign classification system encountering test samples
that belong to classes not known from training. The majority [24, 25, 26, 27, 28] consider it to be an
out-of-distribution detection problem. Iyengar et al. [25] and Guarrera et al. [28] focus solely on the
identification of unknown samples, while Masana et al. [24], Chen et al. [26], Schwaiger et al. [27] also
report the classification performance within known classes. In [25], various OOD detection methods are
applied to the TSC task. 35 GTSRB classes are used as in-distribution (ID) data, 8 GTSRB classes, and a
private dataset as out-of-distribution (OOD) data. The latter is made up of 1293 images divided into three
classes. Two of these are common traffic sign types, while one class contains region-specific ones. Chen
et al. [26] present an algorithm for robust out-of-distribution detection against adversarial perturbations
in inputs. In one of three settings, they use GTSRB as ID and the images of CIFAR-10, Textures, Places365,
LSUN, and iSUN as OOD samples. Unknown traffic sign classes or objects resembling traffic signs in color
or shape are not considered. Guarrera et al. [28] propose an approach to improve the robustness of several
OOD detection methods against label shift. For testing, among others, GTSRB is used as ID and several
other datasets that do not contain traffic signs or traffic sign-like objects as OOD data. Schwaiger et al.
[27] investigate whether uncertainty quantification is useful for detecting out-of-distribution data and
compare various methods for doing so. GTSRB is utilized as the in-distribution, while Belgium traffic sign
classes [57] that do not have an equivalent in GTSRB form the out-of-distribution dataset. Masana et al.
[24] split the Tsinghua traffic sign dataset [61] into two parts: in-distribution and out-of-distribution.
The latter is supplemented with Gaussian noise and background patches generated randomly from the
Tsinghua dataset’s full frames. The decision whether an input is known or unknown is made by measuring
euclidean distance in feature space.

Nag et al. [29] present a framework for open-set recognition in a few-shot setting. In two experiments,
the authors test this on traffic sign classification. First, 22 GTSRB classes are used as ID and 21 as OOD
data. Second, the entire GTSRB and Tsinghua datasets are used as ID and OOD samples, respectively.

Ruiz and Serrat [62] propose a new loss function for hierarchical novelty detection and test it on
traffic signs. The goal is to assign classes unseen during training to a previously defined superclass and to
classify seen ones correctly. A ’speed limit 30’ sign, for example, unknown in training, should be correctly
recognized as its superclass ’speed limit’. The Mapillary Traffic Sign dataset [63] and the Tsinghua dataset
are utilized in the paper. Objects similar in shape or color to traffic signs are not considered.

Min et al. [20], on the other hand, does not address the problem in the TSC step but tries to limit false
positive detections already in the traffic sign detection phase. Only objects in the input image located in a
previously determined three-dimensional search region are detected. This method, however, is limited to
straight and curved road scenes and is ineffective for complex road scenes such as intersections.

3 Methodology
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Figure 1: Methodology. First, the selected OSR approaches are trained on the known traffic sign classes
(see Figure 2 and Appendix, Figures 11 and 12). Then, the open-set and closed-set performance per
method is evaluated separately. For the latter, only the known traffic sign classes are used, and for the
former, known and unknown traffic sign classes (see Figure 3 and Appendix, Figures 13 and 14) as well
as traffic sign-like objects (see Figure 4 and Appendix, Figure 15).



3.1 Selected OSR methods and implementation details

The open-set recognition methods compared in this work, apart from the Baseline method, were selected
according to the open-set performance on TinylmageNet reported in the respective paper. It is the most
challenging dataset of the standard OSR benchmarks initiated in [41]. Despite the competitive perfor-
mance, some methods were not considered. No source code is available for OpenHybrid [33] and PMAL
[48], and the published implementation of CGDL only supports an image size of 28x28.

Baseline. The standard network in the open-set literature [41] is used as the Baseline method in
this work. It is a lightweight CNN (1 million parameters) similar to the VGG architecture, referred to as
VGG32 in [50]. The decision of whether an input is classified as known or unknown is made based on the
thresholded maximum softmax probability. The network is trained for 100 epochs with a learning rate
of 0.01 and cross-entropy loss. As the optimizer, stochastic gradient descent with a momentum of 0.9 is
employed.

Baseline+ (MSP, MLS) [50]. Training is performed with the identical network, learning rate, and loss
as for Baseline. The number of epochs is increased to 200, the Adam optimizer, a cosine annealed learning
rate schedule [64] with one restart, and learning rate warmup for 20 epochs are utilized. For testing,
Baseline+ (MSP) uses the softmax normalized output of the network, and Baseline+ (MLS) uses the raw
outputs of the final layer, called logits. In a second experiment (see section 5.3), VGG32 is replaced by
EfficientNetV2M [65].

ARPL, ARPL+CS [31]. The idea of adversarial reciprocal point learning is described in chapter 2.1.
For training, the official source code is used. Hyperparameters and learning rate schedule are identical as
in [31]. The approach is trained for 100 epochs, the backbone is VGG32, and the optimizer is Adam.

ARPL+ [31, 50]. Identical to ARPL, but like Baseline+, ARPL+ is trained for 200 epochs and leverages
a cosine annealed learning rate schedule with one restart as well as a learning rate warmup for 20 epochs.
For the results presented in section 5.1 and 5.2 the VGG32 backbone is utilized, and for those in section 5.3
the EfficientNetV2M backbone. ARPL+CS is not fine-tuned with the described changes. The reason is the
minimal performance advantage over ARPL (see section 5.3), but the significantly more computationally
expensive training.

MPF, AMPF, AMPF+ + [47]. The idea of the three approaches is presented in chapter 2.1. For training,
the official source code is used. The hyperparameters and learning rate schedule are identical to the paper
[47]. The methods are trained for 100 epochs, the backbone is VGG32, and the optimizer is Adam.

VIiT [51]. The approach is described in chapter 2.1 and is referred to as ViT in this paper. For training,
the official source code is used. As in [51], the ViT-B/16 variant is used as the backbone. The hyper-
parameters and optimizer are also identical to those in the paper. Both training stages take 50 epochs
each.

For all OSR methods, RandAugment [66] is employed for data augmentation. The parameters M and N
are set to 9 and 1, respectively. The following augmentation methods and their ranges, indicated in paren-
theses, are used: AutoContrast, Equalize, Rotate (0, 30), Color (0.1, 1.9), Contrast, (0.1, 1.9), Brightness
(0.1, 1.9), Sharpness (0.1, 1.9), ShearX (0., 0.3), ShearY (0., 0.3), CutoutAbs (0, 40), TranslateXabs (0.,
100), and TranslateYabs (0., 100). Each training image is augmented with a chance of 0.5. All images of
the traffic sign dataset are resized to 128x128, and the pixel values are rescaled to the range from O to 1.
The batch size is set to 128 for all methods except ViT. For ViT, the batch size of 256 is taken from [51].

3.2 Evaluation metrics

The evaluation of the OSR approaches compared in this work is based on the standard evaluation pro-
tocol in the OSR literature [41]. Identical to the protocol, and as can be seen in Figure 1, performance
is evaluated separately for the open-set and closed-set tasks. The former is a binary problem in which
known classes have to be distinguished from unknown classes. According to the evaluation protocol, the
threshold-free area under the receiver-operator curve (AUROC) is used to measure the open-set perfor-
mance. It indicates the general ability of a model to distinguish between knowns and unknowns. Since
the OSR methods are applied to a real-world problem in this work, F1-score, precision, and recall are
measured when using a threshold. It is determined using Youden’s index, which allows the selection of
an optimal threshold based on the ROC curve [67]. The closed-set task is a multi-class problem within
the known traffic sign classes. Due to the imbalanced dataset, balanced accuracy and weighted F1 score
are utilized in addition to accuracy, which is usually used in the OSR literature for measuring closed-set
performance.
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Figure 2: Known traffic sign classes. The dataset contains 66 traffic sign classes with training and testing
images. Signs with similar meanings were grouped. The groups and the designation per class can be seen
in Figures 11 and 12 in the Appendix. Only these classes are used for the training phase and the evaluation
of the closed-set performance. For the evaluation of the open-set performance, these are used as knowns.

Figure 3: Unknown traffic sign classes. The class designations can be seen in Figures 13 and 14 in the
Appendix. These traffic sign types are used as unknowns for evaluating the open-set performance.

4.1 Data collection and annotation

A new German traffic sign dataset was created for this work. About one-fifth of the images derive from the
GTSRB dataset, which contains annotated pictures of 43 traffic sign types and is the only public dataset
with German traffic signs. It has 30 images of each traffic sign instance, i.e., the same traffic sign, just
photographed from a different distance or angle. Therefore, samples with poor data quality, mostly traffic
signs captured from a long distance, were manually removed. Most of the new dataset (78.9 %) consists
of self-captured images recorded with the vialytics road management system [68] during daytime. This
involves placing a smartphone behind the windshield of a car, which then takes a photo of the road scene
every four meters while driving. In this way, 280,696 images were collected.

The traffic signs were first located in the images with an object detector and then cut out. For this
purpose, a Faster R-CNN [69] with ResNet-101 [70] backbone was trained on the GTSDB [71] and BTSD
datasets [72]. The labeling of the cropped images was done in several steps. First, an image classifier



(Xception [73]) was trained solely on GTSRB to sort the pictures that could be assigned to the 43 GTSRB
classes. Only inputs for which the network predicted a maximum softmax probability of at least 0.5 were
annotated to minimize the number of false labels. The wrong labels were corrected manually. Next, a
small portion of each non-GTSRB class was manually collected to train a classifier tasked with annotating
the remaining images. Again, a threshold of 0.5 was set, and the correctness was manually verified. This
process was repeated until all cropped images were labeled. Images with poor data quality or those where
the traffic sign is occluded, and therefore, the corresponding class is not recognizable, were removed.
Traffic signs that are rotated, damaged, faded, poorly illuminated or partially occluded but where the
class still can be determined were not removed. Unlike GTSRB, the dataset contains a maximum of 12
images from each traffic sign instance. Some traffic sign types that have similar meanings were grouped
for training to simplify the classification of the known classes (see Appendix, Figure 11 and 12). False
positives, i.e., objects that are not traffic signs but have been detected as such, are used as unknown test
samples (see Figure 4 and Appendix, Figure 15).

Figure 4: Objects that resemble traffic signs because of their color or shape. These are used in addition
to the unknown traffic sign classes as unknowns for evaluating the open-set performance. The images
shown here are only a few examples. More examples can be seen in Figure 15 in the Appendix.

4.2 Dataset statistics

The dataset consists of 143,663 images, of which 94,805 (65.99 %) belong to the training set and 48,858
(34.01 %) to the test set. Publicly available traffic sign classification datasets of other countries, such as
Belgium [57], Croatia [59], Italy [58], Sweden [60], and China [61], as well as GTSRB, are significantly
smaller. In contrast to these datasets, and as can be seen in Figure 5, the test set is divided into knowns
(10,413 images), i.e., those classes also present during training, and unknowns (38,445 images). The
unknowns are composed of valid traffic signs for which less than 80 samples are available or that are less
important (see Figure 3 and Appendix, Figures 13 and 14). Also included are false positives from the
object detector, similar to traffic signs due to their color or shape. These are, for example, billboards,
satellite dishes, car tires, or tail lights (see Figure 4 and Appendix, Figure 15). Figure 16 in the Appendix
shows the class distribution of the unknown test classes.

34.01%
(48858)

unknow
(38445)

65.99%
(94805)

Figure 5: Proportion of training (green) and test (blue) samples in the entire dataset and proportion
of known (blue) and unknown (grey) classes in the test dataset.

The dataset contains 66 known classes, nine of which are groups of several similar traffic sign types
(see Figure 2 and Appendix, Figures 11 and 12). Approximately 90 % of the images were used for training



and ten percent for testing. In some classes, this differs by a few percentage points. This is because only
self-captured images are used for testing, even if it is less than ten percent. Furthermore, multiple images
of one traffic sign instance are used in their entirety for either the training or the test set. The class
distribution of the known classes is shown in Figure 6. It can be seen that this is a highly imbalanced
dataset. The largest class contains 9997 training images, and the most minor, 77. The five largest ones in
the training dataset each comprise more than 6,000 images and account for 43.81 % of the total training
dataset. Seven classes have between 2,000 and 4,000, 17 between 1,000 and 2,000, and 37 less than
1000 samples.
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Figure 6: Class distribution of the known traffic sign classes in the training and testing datasets.
Green bars indicate training data (light green: GTSRB images, green: self-captured images with the via-
lytics road management system) and blue bars testing data.

5 Results

5.1 Open-set performance

Table 1 summarizes the open-set results of the selected OSR methods on the self-generated German traffic
sign dataset. The best results are highlighted in bold. ViT has the highest AUROC score (97.7 %) and,
when applying a threshold, the highest F1 score for the known and (82.5 %) and unknown class (94.7
%). If the goal is only to detect the most unknowns, Baseline+ (MSP) is best. At the same time, however,
this method achieves the lowest recall value of all methods for the known class. ARPL+ outperforms all
other approaches except ViT in terms of AUROC and F1 score, and ARPL+CS is slightly better than ARPL.
Baseline+ (MLS) achieves a better AUROC score than Baseline, and regarding the F1 scores, both are
almost identical. MPF, AMPF, and AMPF+ +, have the worst results for almost all metrics. Only AMPF+ +
is slightly better at detecting unknowns than the Baseline.

Figure 7 illustrates the distribution of the predictions for the three best-performing methods. For ViT,
the anomaly score, for ARPL+, the maximum logit score, which corresponds to the distance of a sample to
the farthest reciprocal point, and for Baseline+ MSP, the maximum softmax probability per input image is
shown. For all three approaches, an overlap between the samples of the known and unknown classes can be
seen. The following briefly explains for ViT, ARPL+, and Baseline+ (MSP) what kind of unknown images



Methods AUROC known (with threshold) unknown (with threshold)

Precision Recall F1 Precision Recall F1
MPF [47] 86.3 47.3 80.8 59.6 93.6 75.6 83.6
AMPF [47] 88.6 51.1 83.6 634 94.6 78.3 85.7
AMPF++ [47] 90.7 56.8 84.0 67.8 95.0 82.7 88.5
Baseline 91.6 56.6 86.7 68.5 95.8 82.0 88.4
Baseline+ (MLS) [50] 93.0 56.1 88.4 68.6 96.3 81.3 88.1
ARPL [31] 93.3 60.7 86.1 71.2 95.8 84.9 90.0
ARPL+CS [31] 93.4 64.0 84.2 72.7 95.3 87.2 91.1
Baseline+ (MSP) 93.6 76.8 729 748 92.8 94.0 93.4
ARPL+ [31, 50] 95.8 72.1 88.1 79.3 96.6 90.8 93.6
ViT [51] 97.7 75.9 90.3 82.5 97.2 92.2 94.7

Table 1: Open-set performance. AUROC is a threshold-independent metric that indicates the general
ability of the OSR method to distinguish between knowns and unknowns. For Precision, Recall, and F1
score, a threshold determines whether an input sample is classified as known or unknown. This threshold
is determined by Youden’s index.

are predicted as one of the known classes when applying a threshold determined by Youden’s index. In
addition, Figures 17, 19, and 21 in the Appendix show confusion matrices for these three methods under
the assumption of an open test set.

ViT ARPL+ Baseline+ (MSP)
010 010
unknown unknown unknown

— known — known 60 1 — known

Density

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 0 50 100 150 200 0.0 02 04 06 08 10

Anomaly score Maximum logit score Maximum softmax probability

Figure 7: Distribution of the predictions for the three best-performing methods. The optimal thresh-
old, determined by Youden’s index, is indicated by a red vertical line.

ViT. In total, 2,986 of the 38,445 unknown images are incorrectly classified as one of 16 known classes.
Most of them as ’supplementary signs (group)’ (2,118 images), ‘town sign (group)’ (626 images), and
‘parking (group)’ (198 images). Some examples can be seen in Figure 10. The ones misclassified as
’supplementary sign (group)’ come from the unknown classes ’direction sign (white) (535)°, ‘direction sign
bicycle path (not StVO)’, ’hydrant (sign)’, ‘panels (white) (500-599)’, ’sign with another sign’, and ’street name
(white) (437)’, or are other traffic sign-like objects which have a white or light background and text. The
unknowns predicted to be class town sign (group)’ are all yellow and contain text. They belong to unknown
classes ’direction sign (arrow shape, yellow) (415, 418, 419, 454)’ and ’direction sign (yellow) (434, 438,
439, 453)’, or are other traffic sign-like objects, such as billboards, that also have these attributes. The
images misclassified as ’parking (group)’ are all from unknown class ’parking (not StVO)’. These are very
similar to the pictures of ‘parking (group)’. They also have a white letter P on a blue background. Still, they
do not correspond exactly to the traffic signs according to the German Road Traffic Regulations because
other numbers, arrows, or texts are also depicted.

ARPL+. 3,553 unknown images are incorrectly predicted as 53 different known classes. Most of them
as ’supplementary signs (group)’ (787 images), 'priority road (group)’ (687 images), 'parking (group)’ (630
images), town sign (group)’ (286 images), ‘'mandatory direction’ (130 images), ’stop (206)’ (108 images),
'yield (205)’ (108 images), traffic calmed sector (325.1)’ (70 images), and ’stopping restrictions (group)’
(58 images). Again, images incorrectly classified as ’supplementary signs (group)’ or town sign (group)’ are
mainly traffic signs or similar objects with text and white or yellow background. Red and white objects
with text are erroneously recognized as class ’stop (206)’. For ’priority road (group)’, the misclassifications
come from the unknown class ’barriers, beacon, direction in curves, etc. (600, 605, 625, 626, 628, 629,
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630)’, or are also diamond-shaped. Images of the unknown class parking (not StVO)’ and other blue-white
traffic signs or traffic sign-like objects are predicted as ’parking (group)’. The latter is also valid for the
classes ‘'mandatory direction (group)’ and ’traffic calmed sector (325.1)’. The unknown images assigned
to ’yield (205)’ all have the same triangular shape as the actual traffic sign. Most belong to the unknown
class ‘nature reserve (not StV0O)’. Pictures misclassified as ’stopping restrictions (group)’ either have the same
colors as the actual sign or are from class taxi (229)’. Among the remaining misclassifications, it is also
noticeable that unknown traffic sign classes with a red border and white background with either a round
or triangular shape are assigned to known classes to which the same attributes apply.

Baseline+ (MSP). 2,293 unknown images are predicted as 14 known classes. The majority as ’supple-
mentary signs (group)’ (1,844 images), 'parking (group)’ (157 images), ’yield (205)’ (81 images), reflector
post (620-40, 620-41)° (70 images) ’priority road (group)’ (59 images), and town sign (group)’ (33 im-
ages). As with ViT and ARPL+, white or yellow signs with text are wrongly recognized as ’supplementary
signs (group)’ and ’town sign (group)’, and the images of the unknown class parking (not StVO)’ are mis-
classified as ’parking (group)’. Images predicted to be ’yield (205)’ mainly belong to class nature reserve
(not StVO)’. Photos misidentified as class reflector posts (620-40, 620-41)’ are mostly from the unknown
group ’barriers, beacon, direction in curves, etc. (600, 605, 625, 626, 628, 629, 630)’, and those detected
to be ’priority road (group)’ are diamond-shaped like the actual traffic sign.

5.2 Closed-set performance

Table 2 shows the closed-set performance per OSR method. ViT is the best performing method with an
accuracy of 99.6 %, a balanced accuracy of 98.0 %, and a weighted F1 score of 99.6 %. Baseline+ (MLS)
and Baseline+ (MSP) are second best, with only slightly worse results than ViT. ARPL+, ARPL+CS, and
ARPL follow them. As with the open test set, ARPL+CS performs better than ARPL, and ARPL+ outper-
forms both. All three methods also do better than the baseline model. MPF, AMPF, and AMPF+ + achieve
the worst results. Figures 18, 20, and 22 in the Appendix show confusion matrices for ViT, Baseline+
(MSP, MLS), and ARPL+ when only known classes are used for testing.

Methods Accuracy Balanced Accuracy Weighted F1
MPF [47] 84.9 65.3 84.1
AMPF++ [47] 94.6 83.6 94.4
AMPF [47] 94.9 84.6 94.5
Baseline 98.1 90.9 97.8
ARPL [31] 98.3 93.2 98.1
ARPL+CS [31] 98.8 93.9 98.7
ARPL+ [31, 50] 99.0 94.5 98.9
Baseline+ (MLS) [50] 99.4 97.5 99.4
Baseline+ (MSP) [50] 99.4 97.5 99.4
ViT [51] 99.6 98.0 99.6

Table 2: Closed-set performance: Accuracy, balanced accuracy, and weighted F1 score are used to eval-
uate the performance on the multi-class problem, when only known classes are used for testing. The class
with the maximum softmax probability or logit score (depending on the method) was predicted.

Figure 8 illustrates the F1 score per OSR method and traffic sign class, sorted in the same order as
in Figure 6. MPF, AMPF, and AMPF++ were removed for clarity as they perform significantly worse.
Baseline+ (MSP) and Baseline+ (MLS) were combined because they have identical closed-set results.

For two thirds of the classes, comparable and almost perfect performance prevails for ViT, ARPL+,
ARPL+CS, ARPL, Baseline+ (MSP, MLS), and Baseline. ViT is the best approach in 52 classes. 45 times
at least one other method is equally good, and in 7 classes, ViT alone is best. Baseline+ performs best
44 times with others and six times alone, ARPL+ 36 and two times. In some classes, the performance
differs significantly per approach. In ’speed 80 (274-80)’, ARPL+ achieves 1.0, ViT 0.92, Baseline+ 0.77,
ARPL+cs 0.69, ARPL 0.48, and Baseline 0.17 F1 score. For class ’speed 100 (274-100)’, ViT has a score
of 1.0 and Baseline+ of 0.87, while all other methods do not correctly classify any image. In class speed
120 (274-120)’, ViT, ARPL+, and Baseline+ all achieve at least 0.97 F1 score, while ARPL+CS, ARPL,
and the Baseline method only reach 0.53, 0.29, and 0.19. For ’speed 40 (274-40)’, ViT, ARPL+cs, and
Baseline+ attain not less than 0.94. On the contrary, Baseline, ARPL, and ARPL+ only reach 0.69, 0.77,
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Figure 8: F1 score per traffic sign class and OSR method. MPF, AMPF, and AMPF+ + were removed
for clarity as they perform significantly worse. Baseline+ (MSP) and Baseline+ (MLS) were combined
because they have identical closed-set results. The red horizontal line indicates an F1 score of 0.95.

and 0.81, respectively. In the classes ’speed 20 (274-20)’ and ’speed 10 (274-10)’, no method achieves a
result greater than 0.82. ViT is best in both cases. The worst performing methods achieve 0.29 (baseline)
and 0.35 (ARPL+CS). Also worth mentioning is the class ‘oncoming traffic (125)’, where the F1 value
varies greatly depending on the OSR approach, from 1.0 (Baseline+) to 0.62 (ARPL+CS).

5.3 Results with state-of-the-art CNN architecture

Table 3 lists the open-set and Table 4 the closed-set results for Baseline+ (MSP), Baseline+ (MLS), and
ARPL+ with EfficientNetV2M backbone.

Open-set performance. For ARPL+, the better backbone results in a 1.2 % higher AUROC score, and
the threshold-dependent metrics were also improved. In terms of AUROC score, ViT is still better than
ARPL+, but for the threshold-dependent metrics, the performance is almost identical. Contrary to the
results with VGG32 backbone, Baseline+ (MLS) performs now better than Baseline+ (MSP). The former
has improved in all metrics and has an almost identical AUROC score as ARPL+ with VGG32 backbone.
However, it cannot match this approach for the threshold-dependent metrics. For Baseline+ (MSP), the
EfficientNetV2M backbone results in a deterioration. The AUROC value is even worse than for AMPF + +.
However, when applying a threshold, Baseline+ (MSP) has the highest precision for detecting unknowns,
but this results in finding fewer of them. For both ARPL+ and Baseline+ (MLS), unknowns are mainly
misclassified as the known classes ’supplementary signs (group)’, town sign (group)’, and 'parking (group)’.

known (with threshold) unknown (with threshold)

Methods AUROC Precision Recall F1 Precision Recall F1
Baseline+ (MSP) 89.9 59.4 92.9 725 97.7 82.8 89.7
Baseline+ (MLS) 95.7 68.5 89.1 77.5 96.8 88.9 92.7

ARPL+ 97.0 75.9 90.4 82.5 97.2 92.2 94.7

ViT 97.7 75.9 90.3 82.5 97.2 92.2 94.7

Table 3: Open-set performance of Baseline+ (MSP, MLS) and ARPL + with EfficientNetV2M backbone
compared to ViT.

Closed-set performance. The two Baseline+ methods again have identical results. They outperform

the previous best method, ViT. ARPL+ improves with EfficientNetV2 backbone in all metrics, especially in
balanced accuracy. It is thus almost identical to Baseline+ (MSP, MLS) with VGG32.
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Methods Accuracy B. Accuracy Weighted F1

ARPL+ 99.4 97.6 99.3

ViT 99.6 98.0 99.6
Baseline+ (MSP) 99.8 98.9 99.8
Baseline+ (MLS) 99.8 98.9 99.8

Table 4: Closed-set performance of Baseline+ (MSP, MLS) and ARPL+ with EfficientNetV2M back-
bone compared to ViT.

6 Discussion

The OSR approach that shows the best performance in this work for both the closed-set and open-set tasks,
when compared to the standard implementations of other methods, is a vision transformer (ViT-B/16) with
an attached detection head [51] pre-trained on ImageNet-21K [74]. This confirms the results presented in
[51], where new state-of-the-art performance for open-set recognition is claimed. Similarly, the benefits
of vision transformers for OSR and OOD detection were stated in [50] and [75, 76], respectively. However,
Salehi et al. [35] trace these successes back to the pretraining on ImageNet. It has a large intersection
with the training and testing data used in the experiments, which means that the unknown classes are not
truly unknown. This is not the case for the dataset utilized in this work and can therefore be disproved
for the traffic sign classification problem.

It should be noted, however, that the comparison with the other OSR methods is not fair. For the
CNN based approaches, the obsolete architecture VGG32 (1.0 million parameters) is used to evaluate
the methods against the standard OSR benchmarks. In contrast, vision transformers have recently been
proposed as a replacement for CNNs [52]. Also, the ViT architecture used in this work has 86 times
more parameters than VGG32. For the experiments with larger datasets in [31, 47, 48, 50], VGG32 is
exchanged with ResNet-50 [70], but as Cai et al. [51] noted, more recent CNN architectures could further
improve the performance. The experiments presented in Section 5.3 confirm this conjecture. ARPL+ with
an EfficientNetV2M backbone (54.4 million parameters) [65] achieves competitive results for the open
and closed-set tasks compared to the vision transformer. Replacing the backbone for Baseline+ (MLS,
MSP) outperforms ViT in the closed-set task. Therefore, if vision transformers are increasingly used for
OSR in the future, fair comparison conditions should be established.

The results presented in [31] regarding adversarial reciprocal point learning, coincide with the results
in this work. ARPL has better open and closed-set performance than Baseline, and ARPL+CS can enhance
the performance even further.

The open-set results reported in [50] for the standard OSR benchmark datasets are partially consistent
with the results for the traffic sign dataset. In this work, the Baseline model’s performance could also be
boosted by training for a longer time and using a custom learning rate schedule. This way, as in [50],
the performance of the much more sophisticated approaches ARPL and ARPL+CS could be surpassed.
Analogous to [50], these techniques were also applied to the adversarial reciprocal point learning frame-
work (ARPL+). Contrary to the results on the OSR benchmark datasets reported in [50], this leads to
a significantly better open-set performance than the improved baseline model achieves. The finding in
[50] that for a conventional CNN, the maximum logit score is better suited than the maximum softmax
probability to distinguish unknown from known classes applies in this work exclusively to the model with
EfficientNetV2M backbone. Not, however, to the one with VGG32 backbone. Vaze et al. [50] report closed-
set performance only on the self-proposed semantic shift benchmark, which includes three fine-grained
classification datasets and ImageNet. Baseline+ MLS is superior in all four cases. This is also the case for
the traffic sign dataset.

The poor performance of MPF, AMPF, and AMPF+ + is unexpected and does not coincide with the
results in [47]. The paper reports better open-set performance of AMPF and AMPF++ than ARPL and
ARPL+CS. However, the statement that adding adversarial samples to the training improves the results,
can be confirmed. Regarding the closed-set performance, it should be noted that the model checkpoints
were selected according to the best AUROC result. However, comparable validation accuracy to ARPL and
ARPL+ was achieved when training the models, but the AUROC result was significantly worse for those
checkpoints.

As described in section 5.2, there are some classes where bad closed-set performance is achieved across
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multiple OSR methods. Figure 9a) shows the relation between the average F1 score across several OSR
approaches and the number of training images per traffic sign class. Figure 9b) illustrates the average F1
score and the proportion of GTSRB training images per class. No overall correlation can be found for both
cases. However, for classes ’speed 10 (274-10)’ and ’speed 20 (274-20)’, dependence between the F1 score
and the number of training images can be assumed. An attempt to solve this problem by applying class
weights did not lead to any improvements. Also, a dependency between the proportion of GTSRB training
images and the F1 score of the classes ’speed 20 (274-20)’, ’speed 80 (274-80)’, ’speed 100 (274-100)’, and
‘speed 120 (274-120)’ can be assumed. This could be because the GTSRB dataset, as described in section
4.1, contains many images per traffic sign instance and thus has a lot of similar samples.
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Figure 9: Mean F1 score in relation to the number of training images (a) and the proportion of
GTSRB training images (b) per traffic sign class. The mean F1 score is calculated from the results of
ViT, ARPL+, ARPL+CS, ARPL, Baseline, and Baseline+ (MSP, MLS) presented in section 5.2. MPF, AMPF,
and AMPF+ + were not considered, due to their significantly worse closed-set performance. In plot a),
five classes with more than 2500 images (which all have nearly perfect closed-set performance) are not
included for clarity.
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Figure 10: Unknown images misclassified by ViT as one of the known classes.

As described in Chapter 5, for multiple OSR methods, many of the misclassified unknown images are
predicted as the classes ’supplementary signs (group)’, town sign (group)’, and ’parking (group)’. As can be
seen in Figure 10, those are all groups of several similar but not identical traffic sign types. The Figure also
shows some misclassifications of ViT, which are very similar to the traffic signs in the respective groups.
In such cases, it might be a problem that for ARPL, ARPL+CS, and ARPL+, a single reciprocal point, and
for ViT, a single class center has the task of representing an entire class. For the two classes of ‘town sign
(group)’ and ’parking (group)’, the idea of the prototype-based OSR approach described in [48] of having
multiple prototypes per class could be a possible solution to this problem. The class supplementary signs
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(group)’ probably has too much intra-class diversity, as it contains over 70 different subcategories. They
all have a rectangular shape and a white background color in common. However, on some, only text or
a pictogram is displayed, and on others, both. It might be helpful here to build subcategories with lower
intra-class diversity first.

7 Limitations and future work

This study is limited to traffic signs and traffic sign-like objects in Germany during daylight hours. The
dataset created for this contains, besides the known German traffic sign classes, a wide range of images of
unknown traffic signs and objects similar to traffic signs based on their shape or color. It should be noted,
however, that the real world can still not be fully represented with this.

The distribution of known traffic sign classes is very unbalanced. As discussed, dependence between
the low number of training images and the bad performance in some classes can be assumed. Therefore,
balancing the distribution of known training classes should be considered in future work. One approach
is the synthetic minority oversampling technique (SMOTE) [77]. Regarding the classes with poor perfor-
mance and a high proportion of GTSRB images, it should be considered to collect more training data since
many of the GTSRB images are very similar.

Moreover, this work grouped different traffic sign types with similar meanings to simplify the prob-
lem. However, as mentioned earlier, this most likely weakened the ability to distinguish between known
and unknown signs with high similarity. It seems reasonable to resolve this grouping in the future or to
apply methods to the problem that address intra-class diversity, such as [48]. Another limitation of this
study, as described in Chapter 3, is that some state-of-the-art open-set recognition methods could not be
incorporated because the source code is not available or usable. In particular, PMAL [48] and OpenHy-
brid [33] should be considered in future studies. Also, for the selected OSR methods, only the default
hyperparameters reported in the respective papers were used. A finetuning of these could further improve
the performance. Finally, in addition to the OSR methods, state-of-the-art out-of-distribution detection
approaches might also be suited for the problem and should therefore be applied to the dataset in the
future.

8 Conclusion

In the literature, MNIST, SVHN, CIFAR, and TinyImageNet are primarily used to evaluate open-set recog-
nition approaches. For this, these are split into known and unknown classes. Newer methods have addi-
tionally been evaluated on larger, fine-grained, and long-tailed datasets. In this work, however, selected
OSR approaches were applied to a real-world problem: the classification of German traffic signs under an
open-set scenario. Actual road signs that are not present in the training dataset and real-world objects
that have similarities due to their color or shape were used as unknown classes. For example, billboards,
car tail lights, satellite dishes, or house roofs.

The following can essentially be summarized for the open-set task, i.e., the distinction between the test
classes known and unknown from the training phase. All compared OSR methods, except the (adversarial)
motorial prototype framework, achieve better results than a conventional CNN under the same training
conditions. This shows that the research successes in open-set recognition can, in principle, be transferred
to real-world applications. However, unknown images that show high similarity to known classes which
have high intra-class diversity are often confused by several methods. The approach with the best open-set
performance, which was recently proposed for OSR, is based on a vision transformer. However, competitive
open-set performance can be achieved with the OSR framework of adversarial reciprocal point learning,
when the outdated CNN architecture is replaced with EfficientNetV2M, a custom learning rate schedule
is applied, and training time is increased.

For the closed-set task, i.e., solely classifying test images from the traffic sign classes available during
the training phase, the following can be concluded. The vision transformer performs best when the other
methods utilize the outdated CNN architecture VGG32. When replacing this with an EfficientNetV2M,
applying a custom learning rate schedule, and training for more epochs, the Baseline method outperforms
the vision transformer. Across multiple methods, it can be observed that classes with poor classification
performance either have a low number of training images, a high proportion of GTSRB training images,
or both.
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Figure 13: Unknown test classes (actual traffic signs) (1/3)
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Figure 14: Unknown test classes (actual traffic signs) (2/3)
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Figure 15: Unknown test classes (traffic sign similar objects) (3/3)
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Figure 17: Confusion matrix - open test set (ViT). All unknown images are grouped in class ‘unknown’.
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Figure 18: Confusion matrix - closed test set (ViT).
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Figure 20: Confusion matrix - closed test set (ARPL+).
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Figure 22: Confusion matrix
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